Mr. Wade Luzny

Chief Executive Officer and Executive Vice President
Canadian Wildlife Federation

350 PROMENADE MICHAEL COWPLAND DRIVE
KANATA ON K2M 2W1

Dear Mr. Luzny:

Imperial Metals Tailing Pond Failure

Thank you for your letter of August 22, 2014. You raise a serious issue that all
jurisdictions in Canada face, and one the Government of the Northwest
Territories (GNWT) takes very seriously.

The GNWT is committed to the sustainable development of our natural resources
for the long-term economic and social benefit of our residents. The GNWT
recognizes economic development can be done in a manner that allows for the
protection and conservation of our environment. This is achieved by applying
sustainable development principles to all GNWT decisions and actions related to
natural and heritage resources in the Northwest Territories (NWT).

On April 1, 2014, the GNWT became responsible for managing public land,
water, and resources in the NWT. It is a significant new responsibility that the
GNWT is prepared to meet. Authorizations for resource development on a
significant portion of the NWT is regulated by the Mackenzie Valley Resource
Management Act (MVRMA). This federal legislation created the Mackenzie
Valley Land and Water Board and the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact
Review Board, which are responsible for environmental assessment and
land/water use permitting in most of the NWT.

These regulatory boards are responsible for examining applications for land or
water use and, where appropriate, issuing authorizations with conditions and
assessed security deposits.
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The GNWT also inspects permitted activities for conformity to the conditions of
the authorizations. Land use permits must be renewed periodically. Water
licences can be issued for the life of a project and remain subject to on-going

inspection. This provides another layer of oversight for the GNWT and the
regulatory boards.

The Inuvialuit Final Agreement allows for two boards, the Environmental Impact
Screening Committee and the Inuvialuit Water Board, to fulfill environmental

assessment and land and water permitting under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act.

An independent audit of the NWT environment is completed every five years to
assess the quality of the environment and the effectiveness of environmental
management in the Mackenzie Valley.

Responsible mining has been the backbone of the NWT economy thus far and
recent developments in the oil and gas sector within the NWT indicate potential
for a more diverse economic base and will be subjected to the equal levels of
scrutiny and monitoring the minerals sector receives.

Finally, the GNWT recently announced it will be adopting a coordinated

government-wide approach for managing environment liability and securities for
resource development.

Respect for the land is part of the northern way of life and we have full
confidence in our government-wide approach and the integrated environmental
impact review and regulatorty systems we employ are the best available.

Sincerely,

it Mo

Robert R. McLeod

C. Honourable J. Michael Miltenberger
Minister
Environment and Natural Resources

Honourable David Ramsay
Minister
Industry, Tourism and Investment



