
Song vs Fox Sparrow
Commonly Confused Species Series

Song Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Western

While the Song Sparrow’s
plumage varies across its range,
generally this species is streaky
and brown with thick streaks on
a white/off white chest and
flanks. 
The head and face plumage is
warm brown with slaty grey
above and below the eye.
Females and males in this
species look identical.

The Fox Sparrow’s plumage also
varies across its range. This
species is overall chocolate to
reddish brown, but they always
have a bi-coloured bill (grey
above, yellow below).
The streaks on a Fox Sparrow’s
chest and flanks are made of a
clear chevron pattern.
Females and males in this
species also look identical.
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Eastern

“Chevron” streaks
along chest and

flanks

 Thick streaks
along chest
and flanks

Bi-coloured bill, grey above
and yellow below

There are many resources on iNaturalist.ca to help differentiate similar and
confusing species. This infographic is meant to help identify which species
can be easily confused. Check out our resources by scanning the QR code!

https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9100-Melospiza-melodia#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9156-Passerella-iliaca#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9100-Melospiza-melodia
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9156-Passerella-iliaca
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/264880404
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/264880404
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/65848299
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/65068055
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/261561002
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/261561002


Bruant chanteur ou bruant fauve

Bruant chanteur

Bruant fauve

Ouest

Plumage généralement brun
strié, avec larges marques sur
la poitrine et flancs allant du
blanc au blanc cassé;
apparence varie d’une région
à l’autre 
Tête et visage au plumage
brun avec rayures gris ardoise
au‑dessus et au‑dessous de
l’œil 
Femelles et mâles identiques 

Plumage qui varie également
selon les régions;
généralement d’une teinte
allant du chocolat au brun
rougeâtre, mais bec toujours
bicolore (gris dessus et jaune
dessous) 
Motif de chevrons bien
définis sur la poitrine
Femelles et mâles aussi
identiques
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Est

Stries en chevrons
sur poitrine et

flancs

Larges stries
sur la poitrine
et les flancs

Bec bicolore : dessus gris et
dessous jaune

Série sur les espèces fréquemment confondues

iNaturalist.ca offre de nombreuses ressources pour vous aider à distinguer
des espèces d’apparence similaire, souvent confondues. Ce visuel vise à
faciliter leur identification. Consultez nos ressources en balayant le code QR!

https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9100-Melospiza-melodia#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9100-Melospiza-melodia
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9156-Passerella-iliaca
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/264880404
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/264880404
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/65848299
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/65068055
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/261561002
https://inaturalist.ca/observations/261561002
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/9156-Passerella-iliaca#map-tab
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