Commonly Confused Species Series

Garter Snakes of Canada

Plains Garter

.« Has a distinct orange (or

head to tip of tail

yellow) stripe on its back from

Common Ribbon

o Has three bright-yellow or white
stripes on its back and sides
« Body is slender and black or brown

Butler's Garter

Common Garter

« Several subspecies across Canada
make this species highly varied
physically

» Many have red spots or stripes, but
this is of course highly variable

Ontario

Western Terrestrial Garter

« Highly variable physical appearances

« Some varieties have red or black spots between the
dorsal stripe and the side stripes

There are many resources on iNaturalist.ca to help differentiate similar and

confusing species. This infographic is meant to help identify which species
can be easily confused. Check out our resources by scanning the QR code!

» Highly limited range in Southwestern
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» Endangered species in Canada
o Unusually small head for garter snakes

Northwestern Garter

« Highly variable physical appearance
_« Strictly western coastal species

« Often many shades of
brown, however many
also have yellow and

red stripes
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https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28398-Thamnophis-elegans#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28362-Thamnophis-sirtalis#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28389-Thamnophis-ordinoides#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28423-Thamnophis-butleri#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28378-Thamnophis-radix#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/558951-Thamnophis-saurita#map-tab
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/85914030
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/147050121
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/243270102
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/212048755
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/125266348
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/125266348
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/278220631
https://www.inaturalist.ca/observations/278220631
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28378-Thamnophis-radix
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28378-Thamnophis-radix
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/558951-Thamnophis-saurita
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/558951-Thamnophis-saurita
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28362-Thamnophis-sirtalis
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28362-Thamnophis-sirtalis
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28423-Thamnophis-butleri
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28398-Thamnophis-elegans
https://www.inaturalist.ca/taxa/28389-Thamnophis-ordinoides

Série sur les especes frequemment confondues

Couleuvres du Canada

Couleuvre mince

« Trois bandes jaunes ou blanches le
long du dos et des flancs

o Corps élancé a coloration noire ou
brune - '

Couleuvre des Plaines

.« Bande orange (ou jaune) bien
visible du sommet de la téte
jusqu’a I'extrémité de la queue

Couleuvre rayée

» Plusieurs sous-espéces de cette
couleuvre, physiquement tres
différentes, présentes au Canada

» Souvent avec taches ou bandes rouges,
mais leur apparence varie fortement

Couleuvre a petite téte

« Aire de répartition limitée au sud-
ouest de I'Ontario.

o En voie de disparition au Canada

o Téte particulierement petite

Couleuvre du Nord-Ouest

Couleuvre jarretiére des montagnes

« Apparence qui varie fortement

« Certaines variétés avec taches rouges ou noires
entre la bande dorsale et les bandes latérales
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iNaturalist.ca offre de nombreuses ressources pour vous aider a distinguer
des especes dapparence similaire, souvent confondues. Ce visuel vise a
faciliter leur identification. Consultez nos ressources en balayant le code QR!

e Apparence qui varie fortement
_« Aire de répartition limitée a la cte ouest

e Nuances de brun;
parfois rayures jaunes
ou rouges

© Mark Wynja
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