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Celebrating Canadians’ Extraordinary Contributions to the Environment 

Portraits 
of Action

Now more than ever, the times call for public engagement and action to conserve our 
natural heritage. There is much to be done. And people from across the country are 
rising to the occasion, actively working to protect wildlife. We salute these 2019 award 
winners, and everyone everywhere who is getting involved!
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A member of MARS attends 
to an animal in distress 
 
Visit cwf-fcf.org to 
learn more, including 
how to make a 
difference in your 
community

CWF AWARDS 2019 
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THE AWARD 
In commemoration  

of its 50th anniversary 
and in salute to an 

extraordinary artist 
and nature lover, CWF 
established this award 

to recognize those 
who, through artistic 

expression, have 
furthered the 

awareness of and 
appreciation for 

Canada’s wildlife and 
habitats and their 

conservation.

Caroline Jacques’s artwork has long been informed by her desire to create 
greater awareness of our natural heritage. Since moving to the lower St. Lawrence 
region in 2008, she has made the wildlife of the region central to her work on 
canvas and in schools and community projects. A visit to her website reveals 
the profundity of that connection. One project that has captured the public’s 
imagination and inspired many children to get involved is a mural representing 
the depths of the St. Lawrence River. It is on the walls of Grand-Pavois-de-Sainte- 
Agnès School in Rimouski. The project, which took three years to complete and 
involved more than 500 kindergarten to Grade 6 students, presents the biodivers-
ity of the St. Lawrence River and the region’s history, geography and environment-
al challenges. The mural is not only an inspiration; it is an invaluable teaching tool 
to help children better understand the river, its many species, and what it will take 
to keep it healthy.

Caroline  
Jacques
Saint-Fabien, Quebec 
carolinejacques0.wixsite.com/art-portfolio
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ROBERT BATEMAN AWARD
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ROLAND MICHENER CONSERVATION AWARD /1

Leora Berman has been developing small- and large-scale 
ecological projects for non-profit groups and governments for  
25 years. She is the co-founder and current chief operating 
officer of The Land Between, a grassroots environmental NGO 
focused  on a 12,000-square-kilometre bioregion in central 
Ontario from the Frontenac Arch (around Brockville) in the east 
to Georgian Bay and southern Parry Sound. The organization, 
like Berman herself, builds relationships with all stakeholders  
as it works to advance cooperative solutions for conserving 
biodiversity, sustaining healthy water and fisheries, fostering 
sustainable economic development and engaging youth. 

Leora  
Berman
Haliburton, Ontario 
thelandbetween.ca 

THE AWARD 
Established in 1978 by  
the Canadian Wildlife 

Federation as a tribute to 
former governor general 

Roland Michener 
(1900-1991). An outstand-
ing outdoorsperson and 

role model for a 
generation, he was an 

honourary president of 
the CWF. The award is 
given each year to an 

individual or organization 
demonstrating a commit-

ment to conservation 
through responsible 

activities that promote, 
enhance and further the 
conservation of Canada’s 
natural resources. There 

are two winners this year.
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ROLAND MICHENER CONSERVATION AWARD /2

THE AWARD 
Established in 1978 by the 

Canadian Wildlife Federation 
as a tribute to former 

governor general Roland 
Michener (1900-1991). An 

outstanding outdoorsperson 
and role model for a 

generation, he was an 
honourary president of the 

CWF. The award is given each 
year to an individual or 

organization demonstrating a 
commitment to conservation 

through responsible activities 
that promote, enhance and 
further the conservation of 
Canada’s natural resources. 

There are two winners  
this year.

Since its founding in 1999, the Marine Animal Response Society has 
been one of the main front-line responders to marine animal strandings, 
entanglements and entrapments in the Canadian Maritimes and has 
documented over 3,000 incidents involving numerous different species. 
Driven by a small team of deeply committed staff, MARS and its toll-free 
24/7 hotline offer Maritime communities and industry immediate access 
to expert advice on whales, dolphins, porpoises, seals, sea turtles and 
sharks. MARS has expanded its reach by working with regional, national 
and international partners to share its expertise in disentanglement, 
solitary and vagrant animals, forensic investigation of dead animals, and 
responding to live stranded animals. It developed the first marine 
mammal medic course in Canada and maintains a strong focus on 
education, outreach and volunteer training. With more than 400 trained 
volunteers, extensive education work, and the hundreds of calls to the 
hotline it fields every year, MARS actively engages Canadians in the 
welfare of marine animals. 

Marine Animal 
Response Society 
(mars)
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
marineanimals.ca
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WILD EDUCATOR AWARD

THE AWARD 
This is presented 

annually to a WILD 
Education facilitator or 

instructor who uses 
CWF’s education 

programming (such as 
Project WILD, Below 

Zero and WILD About 
Sports) to provide 

innovative and 
meaningful experi- 

ences for youth that 
focus on wildlife and 

the building of a 
conservation ethic.

Sherri Owen has been an outdoor educator  
for more than 20 years. In that time, she has 
emerged as an effective and inspiring wilderness 
“guide,” teaching thousands about the pleasures 
and responsibilities of loving the wild. Students 
from primary straight through high school with  
a wide variety of backgrounds, challenges, 
strengths and life experiences have benefited 
from the way she connects their outdoor 
experiences to their studies in science, arts, 
history, geography and social studies. As a 
facilitator in CWF’s Project Wild teacher training, 
Owen has also imbued hundreds of Ontario 
educators with her passion and creativity. 

Sherri  
Owen
Lakefield, Ontario 
cwf-fcf.org
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RODERICK HAIG-BROWN AWARD

THE AWARD 
Created in 1985, this 

award is named in 
honour of one of 
Canada’s greatest 

outdoorspeople, a 
nature writer and strong 

national voice for the 
recreational use of 
Canada’s fisheries, 

Roderick Haig-Brown 
(1908-1976). It recognizes 

an individual who has 
made a significant 

contribution to 
furthering the sport of 

angling and/or the 
conservation, develop-

ment and wise  
use of Canada’s 

recreational fisheries.

A biologist, a writer, a volunteer, an angler, a hunter and an outdoor 
enthusiast, Duane Radford has selflessly shared his time, expertise and wisdom 
throughout Canada for more than 50 years. His lifelong commitment to and 
love for the natural world informed his 32-year career as a fisheries biologist, 
research scientist and director for Alberta’s Fish and Wildlife Division just as  
it did his prodigious writing output. A gifted writer, he received the Outdoor 
Writers of Canada’s highest recognition in 2017, one of innumerable honours  
he has received for his passionate conservation work. Radford was nominated 
by last year’s recipient of this award, Ray Makowecki.

Duane  
Radford
Edmonton, Alberta 
cwf-fcf.org

JUL + AUG 2019  25

CU
RT

IS
 C

OM
EA

U



WADE LUZNY YOUTH CONSERVATION AWARD

THE AWARD 
Named in honour of 

CWF’s much-admired 
executive director who 

died unexpectedly in 
2016. It recognizes 

Canadian youth who 
have undertaken 

wildlife or habitat 
conservation projects 

and activities that have 
helped make a 

difference to the 
environment.

Quon, age 17, has already been a school environmental 
leader for five years. Among her activities, she helped 
organize a school garden and led an effort to buy and 
operate a beehive there. After attending an experience-
based youth leadership program called Metro Vancouver 
Sustainability Toolbox in the summer of 2017, she started 
Sprout-Save-Share, a group that minimizes waste and 
promotes youth environmentalism by collecting 
unsellable end-of-day food from bakeries to donate to 
people in need. Thousands have benefitted from the 
group’s efforts.

Stephanie  
Quon
Vancouver, British Columbia 
sproutsaveshare.ca
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YOUTH MENTOR AWARD

THE AWARD 
This award honours an 

individual or group 
that has made a 

significant contribution 
in creating or 

presenting programs 
that introduce youth 
to the importance of 
conservation, habitat 

and wildlife.

Twelve years ago, Nutrien Ltd., a fertilizer company, 
launched Caring for Our Watersheds, a program to 
educate, inspire and equip teens to become key 
stewards of water, a precious resource. Through an 
essay-writing contest that dovetails with and supports 
school curricula, offering useful education resources, 
high school students in Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Ontario are introduced to the complex 
and important issues surrounding water use and 
conservation. The program has reached 25,000 
students to date.

Nutrien Ltd.
Calgary, Alberta 
caringforourwatersheds.com
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