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About Love Your Lake

Love Your Lake is coordinated by Watersheds Canada and the Canadian Wildlife Federation and is delivered by
regional partner organizations. It is a packaged shoreline assessment and educational stewardship program that
can be transferred to any shorelineramunity across the country.

Lakes participating in the program have their shorelines assessed on a propgntgperty basis by trained
staff on a boat using a standardized Shoreline Survey Protocol and datasheet.

The assessment generates an accurdte(pil dzZNB 2 F G KS OdzNNByd adlradS FyR KSI
to provide each shoreline property owner with a personalized shoreline property report that details specific
voluntary stewardship recommendations that are unique to each shaeRarticipating lakes will also receive a

lake level report that summarizes the data collected and provides voluntary stewardship recommendations for

the shoreline overall.

This vital work will help make lakes healthier for people and wildlife. Shosedireecrucial, as more than 80% of
wildlife in a lake live on or near the shoreline.

T

Photo1. Lake of Bays, Muskoka
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Shoreline Assessments

During 2014Love Your Lakeas active in five regions in Ontarigth a total of 17lakes participatingnd 5,339
properties assessed by trained staff. Table 1 provides the names of the regions and lakes.

Number of
Regional Partner Properties
Regiors Organizatiors Lake Organizations Lakes Assessed
Sudbury | City of Greater Sudbury | -- Ramsay Lake 100/600 total (to
be completed in
2015)
Haliburton | Coalition of Haliburton Boshkung Lake Property | Boshkung Lake | 331
t NPLISNIIié hgyhsySNEQ ! &4a3
Associations (with dlinks | Drag & Spruce Lakes Drag Lake 400
Centre for Community |t NB LISNJXi & h &\ Spruce Lake 48
Based Research) Association
Lake Kashagawigamog | Kashagawigamog| 643
Organization Lake
Grass Lake 109
Koshlong Lake Associatig Koshlong Lake 258
Redstone Lake Cottage | Redstone Lake 435
Association Little Redstone 177
Lake
Pelaw Lake 25
Bitter Lake 71
Burdock Lake 28
Kawarthas| Lakeland Alliance Lake Kasshabog Residen Lake Kasshabog | 620
Association
Muskoka | Muskoka Watershed Honey Harbour Honey Harbour 398
Council (with Georgian | Association
Bay Biosphere Reserve) | Lake of Bays Association| Lake of Bays 754/2,100 (to be
completed in
2015)
Eastern Watersheds Canada Sharbot Lake Property Sharbot Lake 318
Ontario hgySNARQ ! aa:3
Upper Rideau Lake Upper Rideau 474

Association
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The map below shows the locations of the maps assessed in Ontario.

Map 1. Location of Ontario lakes assessed in 2014 for the Love Your Lake program.

Shoreline Naturalizations

Sixty shoreline properties were naturalizedaur regions in Ontario (Kawarthas, Sudbury, Muskoka and Eastern
Ontario) using native plants to enhance shoreline buffers. Expanding a buffer along a shoreline provides a
number of benefits, including reducing the amount of pollutants that enter lakeshatping to protect against
erosion. Below are some before and after photos of some plantings that took place in 2014:

Before After
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Before

Before After

Before After
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Love Your Lake Website and Database

Website

Extensive work was completed to upgrade the program webkdeeYourLake.calt underwent a branding
update and became more user friendly. It is full of useful tools, resources, program information andusens.
can completegheir own shoreline selassessment and action checklist, learn about native plants that will help
naturalizetheir shordine and access useful contacts.

Database
Enhancements were added to the database that creates the shoreline property reports. These improvements

will increasethe efficiency in data entering and improve the content of the reportse paragraphs generated in
the shoreline property reports were updated as well.

Program Goals for Love Your Lake

Love Your Lake provides benefits to shoreline communities, peop
and wildlife. These benefits include the following key areas:

Engaging the Community for Lasting Benefit

Lasting change happens when people work together to share ideas
and act collectively, seeing their choices on a larger scale

Your Lakés effective because it engages people through volunteer and community groups and also through
one-on-one conversations in a friendly, educational context. Once shoreline property owners feel personally
empowered to helpthey become true stewards of theirka environments. During 2014, Love Your Lake
successfully engaged more than 90 volunteers in specific lake improvement actions.

Implementing Science -based Stewardship

The Love Your Lake program provides sound, scieased, voluntary recommendationsrfehoreline and lake

health. Trained assessors create detailed reports for every shoreline property owner. These reports are then
delivered through the Love Your Lake online portal or by the participating regional partners and equip each
shoreline propertyowner with factual information about their shoreline. Assessments are also saved to a
RFilFrolasS 6KAOK OlFyYy YSFadaNB (KS 1 1S0Qa KSIfGK 20SNJ
term, as property owners make measureable improvements.

| mproving the Health of Canadads Lakes

Shorelinesare some of the most ecologically productive places
on Earth. The first 10 to 15 metres of land that surrounds the
lake is responsible for more than 90 per cent of life in the lake
area. By implementing this program, water quality improves



