
SAVING THE KING OF THE SEA 

The Chinook or King Salmon swims almost 3,000 kilometres from the Bering Sea 
to the Yukon, scaling the longest wooden fish ladder in the world at Whitehorse 
before reaching its spawning grounds. Historic reports indicate that about 
10,000 salmon were harvested annually upstream of Whitehorse, but over the 
past few decades the return has seen dramatic decline with only about 1,200 
passing through the Whitehorse Dam. In collaboration with First Nations, 
industry and other local partners, we are scientifically assessing possible 
population stressors to guide future conversation and recovery efforts. 

PETITIONING PLASTIC POLLUTION

More than 20,000 Canadians signed CWF’s 2017 Plastics Reduction Petition 
calling for the federal government to make Canada an international leader 
in reducing plastic waste in our waters. In 2016, our petition called for more 
research into the harmful effects of plastic microbeads and we have seen federal 
government progress on this issue as most toiletries with plastic microbeads are 
now banned in Canada. Most recently, Canada signed on to the Ocean Plastics 
Charter during the G7 meetings, a blueprint for healthy oceans, seas and 
resilient coastal communities. 

LEADING THE WAY IN MARINE ANIMAL RESPONSE  
AND RIGHT WHALE PROTECTION

CWF is a national leader on marine animal response and right whale protection. 
CWF negotiated a permanent increase in funding from Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO) for marine mammal response on both coasts from $250,000 
to $1,000,000. This is on top of an investment in internal DFO capacity of 
$11,000,000 over five years plus capacity building funds for external partners 
of $5,000,000. CWF continues to be the national coordinator of the Canadian 
Marine Animal Response Alliance (CMARA). In 2017 alone, its regional partners 
responded to over 800 marine animal incidents. 

CWF is also leading research and advocacy to reduce the mortality of North 
Atlantic Right Whales. As a result of our research, we called for an immediate 
30 per cent reduction in risk of right whale entanglement by restricting seasonal 
fishing in the Grand Manan Basin (Bay of Fundy, NB) and the Roseway Basin 
(Scotian Shelf, NS) between July and October. These findings helped guide 
government response to the tragic loss of right whales in 2017, which included 
speed reductions for vessels in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and temporary closures 
of crab and lobster fisheries. 

TAKING CANADA’S  
NATURE SELFIE 

As a key part of Canada 150 
celebrations, 10,000 Canadians helped 
biodiversity take the national spotlight 
in 2017 through the BioBlitz Canada 
150 project, one of 38 Canada 
150 signature projects funded by the 
Government of Canada. Canada’s 
Nature Selfie grew to include about 
40,000 observations of 7,500 wildlife 
species in iNaturalist. Over the 
year, observations in the iNaturalist 
database tripled from 113,000 to over 
390,000. For more information, visit 
BioblitzCanada.ca. 

PROTECTING FRESHWATER TURTLES 

Freshwater turtles are one of the most endangered groups of animals in Canada. 
In collaboration with Scales Nature Park in Muskoka, we deliver the S.T.A.R.T 
(Saving Turtles At Risk Today) program. We also launched the Eastern Ontario freshwater 
turtle program. In 2017, together we set another record for incubation of eggs from at risk turtle 
nests with 4517 hatchlings produced — 800 more than last year. Through research into turtle hotspots, 
we discovered three areas where turtles are most at risk of being hit by vehicles and reported the areas 
to the Ontario Ministry of Transportation who will mitigate the worst location. By identifying Blanding’s 
Turtles sites, our findings resulted in approximately 35 km2 of wetland being protected. 

Highlights  of our 2017-2018 Successes 
The Canadian Wildlife Federation chose Conserve the Wonder as its theme for 2017-2018. 

Is it any wonder that we have so many conservation success stories to share?

During the 2017-18 fiscal year, 

CWF engaged over 670,000 

individuals through programs, 

events and initiatives. We reached 

approximately 3 million people 

through communications and 

outreach to encourage personal 

action for conservation, share 

stories of success and inform 

about the challenges ahead.

CREATING FUTURE CONSERVATION LEADERS

The Canadian Conservation Corps (CCC) is an innovative 
program for young adults aged 18 to 30 to create a better 
Canada through conservation. Funded by the Government 
of Canada under the Canada Service Corps, CCC 
participants join in a three stage program that includes an 
outdoor expedition to explore a part of Canada they have 
not experienced and a field placement where they will get 
hands on-training and learn from leading conservationists. 
The adventure culminates with participants planning their 
own community-based conservation service project that will 
engage peers in their hometown. Follow their journey at 
CanadianConservationCorps.ca.

SHOWING OUR LAKES  
AND SHORELINES SOME LOVE

Our Love Your Lake shoreline property assessment program 
continued in 2017 in Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
Landowners continued to improve practices on their 
properties and naturalize their shorelines in response to the 
recommendations in the personal property assessments. This 
year, 7,031 shoreline properties were assessed on 41 lakes 
bringing the total to 34,260 property assessments on 139 
lakes since the program began in 2013. 

OVERCOMING BARRIERS

Once extremely abundant throughout all tributaries to 
Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River, the American Eel 
has declined nearly 99 per cent in Ontario. One of their 
greatest challenges is making it past barriers, such as hydro 
dams, along their migratory route. CWF is collaborating 
with Energy Ottawa to determine effectiveness of mitigation 
strategies, including a newly installed turbine bypass system 
for adult eels and an eel ladder that provides upstream 
passage for juvenile eels. With Ottawa River Keepers and 
the Algonquins of Ontario, we worked to ensure that the 
Province of Ontario issues a Government Response Statement 
(GRS) for the American Eel under the provincial Endangered 
Species Act. Our efforts have led to a draft GRS now serving 
as interim policy until the statement is finalized. We also 
promoted the federal listing of American Eel as Threatened 
under the Species at Risk Act. 

FINANCES

Canadian Wildlife Federation completed the 2017-18 fiscal 
year with a surplus of $808,000, and, once again, received 
an unqualified audit for this period. CWF efficiency ratios 
were within guidelines of the Canada Revenue Agency.  
The surplus from this year will be invested in future 
conservation programs.

Investments in charitable 
programs were $18.7 
million. This investment 
was used to strengthen 
programming in areas 
of freshwater habitat 
conservation, endangered 
species and large marine 
animal protection, education 
programming, pollinator 
habitat and other terrestrial 
conservation.

75% Charitable Programs
19% Fundraising Expenses
6% Administration Expenses
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