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    CWF Demonstration Gardens

1. Drought / Dry-bed Garden 2. Front Sign Garden  3. Pond Bed — Pond Area

4. Pond Bed — Dry Area  5. Service Enterance Beds  6. Bird Bed

7. Pollinator Bed   8. Hummingbird Bed  9. Bog Bed

10. Shade Beds 3 (Rear)   11. Shade Beds 2 (Acid)

  

  

Welcome to the Canadian Wildlife Federation’s Demonstration Garden. It was created to 

show Canadians that native plants are both beautiful and beneficial. Some beds have plants 

that are known to attract certain species, such as our Bird Bed. Other beds have plants that 

grow in specific conditions, such as our Bog Bed.

Together, these trees, shrubs, vines, ferns, grasses and herbaceous perennials create 

habitat for wildlife all year long. They provide food such as nectar, pollen, fruit and seeds, 

space for resting and nesting and shelter from the elements and predators.

To learn more about these gardens and other wildlife-friendly gardening information, please 

visit CWF’s website WildAboutGardening.org.

34
11 10

98

7

6

2

5

1



Canadian Wildlife Federation © 2009

Drought / Dry-bed Garden
The dry-bed garden demonstrates native and wildlife-friendly plants that can be grown in a dry part of a garden or where water 

conservation is an issue. Plants are chosen for their tolerance to drought and should not require watering once established.
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Front Sign Garden
The front sign bed is filled with attractive native perennials, bulbs, and annuals.  These plants are chosen for their showy 

blooms and their attraction to pollinators.  Annuals are used to fill up the beds at the front and side where winter snow load 

makes it difficult to propagate perennials.
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Pond Bed — Pond Area
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The pond bed has both a pond and recirculating stream. It was created to demonstrate a natural pond set up with features such 

as sloping sides. The pond contains some water plants while the surrounding bed shows off many complementary native plants.
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Pond Bed — Dry Area
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The pond bed has both a pond and recirculating stream. It was created to demonstrate a natural pond set up with features such 

as sloping sides. The pond contains some water plants while the surrounding bed shows off many complementary native plants.
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While this bed does not have a specific theme, it is a continuation of the gardens around the building and it beautifies an area 

otherwise not normally considered pleasing to the eye. The shrubs numbered one through four are all extensions of the Bird Bed. 
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The bird bed was created to demonstrate perennials that can be planted to provide seed-eating birds with a source of food.

A perch with native grape vine was also added. As a supplement to the bird bed, a number of shrubs were added to provide 

berries for birds and shelter against weather and predators. As this part of the bed is shaded for most of the day, shrubs were 

chosen for their ability to grow in shade, as well as provide blooms in the spring, fruit in the fall and shelter through the year. 
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Pollinator Garden
The pollinator garden was designed to demonstrate plants attractive to butterflies, bees and other pollinators. Plants were 

chosen for their blooms and a wide variety was included to ensure blooms throughout the spring, summer, and fall. We also 

included some plants, such as evening primrose, that would be attractive to moths.
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Hummingbird Bed
The hummingbird garden was created using plants that attract hummingbirds. A decorative trellis was added to allow the 

addition of a flowering vine.
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Bog Bed
The bog bed was created to demonstrate plants that can be grown in the wet area of a garden. It showcases the use of native 

wetland plants and highlights a current trend in gardening towards the creation of water gardens.
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Shade Beds Three (Rear)
The shade beds demonstrate the ornamental value of native shade perennials and ferns in a garden setting. Two cherry trees 

were added for additional shade. The spaces between the beds were filled with ninebark and flowering raspberry. Part of the 

bed was used to demonstrate plants useful for a shade bed with acid soil.
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Shade Beds Two (Acid)
The shade beds demonstrate the ornamental value of native shade perennials and ferns in a garden setting. Two cherry trees 

were added for additional shade. The spaces between the beds were filled with ninebark and flowering raspberry. Part of the 

bed was used to demonstrate plants useful for a shade bed with acid soil.  
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