


FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
12:00 PM
The Most Accessible 
Paddling Routes on 
the Grand River
Garth Pottruff 
County of Brant

1:30 PM
Capital To Capital: Paddling 
A Voyageur Canoe for 
Clean Water From Ottawa 
to Washington, D.C. 
Max Finkelstein
Canadian Wildlife Federation

3:00 PM
Paddler's Guide: 
Essentials in Trip 
Planning & Training
Dawn Callan
Paddle Canada

4:00 PM
Magnificent Seven 
Expedition
Rod Wellington
Adventure Speaker

6:00 PM
Adventures on the Water: 
Through the Eyes 
of an Athlete
Damian Foxall
CWF Rivers to Oceans 
Sports Ambassador

7:00 PM
Trip Stories that 
Don't Suck: The Art of 
Great Adventure Writing
Scott MacGregor
Publisher, Rapid Media

11:00 AM
Exploring the History 
& Traditional Canoe 
Routes of Wabakimi 
Provincial Park
"Uncle" Phil Cotton
Wabakimi Project

12:00 PM
Bay of Fundy:
Kayaking in the 
World of Highest Tides
Christopher Lockyer
Bay of Fundy Symposium

1:00 PM
Favourite Canoe Routes 
of The Canadian Shield
Hap Wilson
Presented by:
Swift Canoe & Kayak

2:00 PM
Decision Day: 
Solo Stand Up Paddle 
Across Georgian Bay
Scott Parent
SUP Soloist

3:00 PM
2,000 KM Mammalian 
Canoe Expedition Across 
NWT & Nunavut
Frank Wolf
Award Winning Filmmaker & Writer
Presented by MEC

4:00 PM
Paddling the White 
Peaks of Killarney 
Provincial Park
Preston Ciere
Portageur.ca

11:00 AM
Get the Most Out of 
Your Canoe Experience 
Without Technology! 
David Bain 
Teacher & Canoe Advocate

12:00 PM
Romantic Rails: 
Paddling My Favourite 
Rivers Using the 
Iron Horse
Reid McLachlan
Red Canoes

1:00 PM
Once Around Algonquin: 
An Epic Canoe Journey
Kevin Callan
Author of The Happy Camper

2:00 PM
The British Invasion: 
A Boreal Adventure 
Paddling Woodland 
Caribou
Becky Mason
Classic Solo Canoeing

3:00 PM
Good Dad, Bad Dad: 
The Whitewater Canoeing 
Adventure of Father & 
Son on Algonquin Park’s 
Mighty Petawawa River
Scott MacGregor
Publisher, Rapid Media

4:00 PM
How to Choose the 
Perfect Canoe Route 
David Lee
Blogger, Passionate Paddler



FRIDAY
12:00 PM
The Most Accessible
Paddling Routes on
the Grand River  
Garth Pottruff 
County of Brant

1:30 PM
Capital To Capital: Paddling
A Voyageur Canoe for
Clean Water From Ottawa
to Washington, D.C.    
Max Finkelstein
Canadian Wildlife Federation

3:00 PM
Paddler's Guide:
Essentials in Trip
Planning & Training  
Dawn Callan
Paddle Canada

6:00 PM
Adventures on the Water:
Through the Eyes
of an Athlete  
Damian Foxall
CWF Rivers to Oceans 
Sports Ambassador

7:00 PM
Trip Stories that
Don't Suck: The Art of
Great Adventure Writing  
Scott MacGregor
Publisher, Rapid Media

Garth Pottruff is the founder of outdoor learning adventure 
company, Grand River Rafting. This stemmed from his upbringing 
of being raised in a one room school in the Grand River Valley 
near Paris, Ontario and his love of the outdoors, including 
Forester for Ottawa MNR and outdoor instructor with the Six
National Woodland Cultural Centre.

Max Finkelstein works tirelessly to inspire and educate Canadians 
about the natural and cultural heritage of Canada’s waterways. 
He lives, dreams and practices this passion, through his canoe 
expeditions, books, lectures, work with schools and other youth 
groups, educational events, volunteerism, and mentoring.

PaddleSmart is a positive, activity based presentation to help 
address unnecessary injury and demise in paddlesports including 
the essentials for getting onto the water safely in a canoe and 
kayak or stand up paddle board. Suitable for all ages as either a 
beginner or refresher course. 

With 30 years of ocean and dinghy racing experience, Damian 
Foxall has spent most of his life on and in the water. In that time, 
he’s logged 350,000 nautical miles as a professional sailor and 
has participated in 18 trans-Atlantic and 9 round the world 
events. Winning the ‘11/12 Volvo Ocean Race with the Groupama 
Sailing Team. In Canada, Damian works for the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation, and together they provide environmental resources 
and training for teachers, instructors and youth leaders. 

4:00 PM
Magnificent Seven
Adventure
Rod Wellington
Adventure Speaker

Inside an editor’s office to learn the simple rules of great 
adventure writing, better blogging, sizzling slideshows, and 
journals that jump off the page. What’s a Nut Graf? The 
importance of photos? Why nobody cares about blueberry 
importance of photos? Why nobody cares about blueberry 
pancakes? The six adventure writing pitfalls and how to avoid the 
cliché adventure story.

Rod Wellington is a seasoned adventurer and accomplished 
storyteller. In 2013, he became the first North American to kayak 
the Missouri-Mississippi River system from source to sea, a 
distance of 6,100 km. His ‘Magnificent Seven Expedition’ project 
showcases his journey down the longest river system on each 
continent over the next 15 years.





SUNDAY
11:00 AM
Get the Most Out of 
Your Canoe Experience 
Without Technology! 
David Bain 
Teacher and Canoe Advocate

12:00 PM
Romantic Rails: 
Paddling My Favourite 
Rivers Using the 
Iron Horse
Reid McLachlan
Red Canoes

1:00 PM
Once Around Algonquin: 
An Epic Canoe Journey
Kevin Callan
Author of The` Happy Camper

2:00 PM
The British Invasion: 
A Boreal Adventure 
Paddling Woodland 
Caribou
Becky Mason
Classic Solo Canoeing

3:00 PM
Good Dad, Bad Dad: 
The Whitewater Canoeing 
Adventure of Father & 
Son on Algonquin Park’s 
Mighty Petawawa River
Scott MacGregor
Publisher, Rapid Media

4:00 PM
How to Choose the 
Perfect Canoe Route 
David Lee
Blogger, Passionate Paddler

David Bain is an elementary school teacher of English and 
Canadian History and is a passionate advocate for “traditional” 
style canoe tripping to have the best experience in the wild. 
When not paddling camping or playing the guitar, David can be 
found reading…about canoeing.

Canoeist, artist, Paddle Canada Instructor, canoe restorer, writer, 
photographer - Reid McLachlan wears many hats in his life, and 
he puts them all to use as the husband to Becky Mason. Canoeing 
since he was a tot has instilled in him a passion for what he 
considers to be the perfect vehicle…the canoe.

Kevin Callan is the author of 15 books, including the bestselling 
“The Happy Camper” and a popular series of paddling guides. For 
over 25 years, Kevin is a key speaker at all the major canoe 
events across North America. Callan is also a frequent guest on 
radio and television, field editor for Explore and writes a regular 
column for Canoeroots Magazine. He is a winner of five National 
Magazine Awards, three film awards and was also made Patron 
Paddler for Paddle Canada.

Hailed by some as a "rock star of the canoe," Becky Mason has 
been canoeing for most of her life. Daughter of Bill Mason, she is 
an expert paddler, instructor, producer of paddling DVDs and 
accomplished artist. She has travelled widely, sharing her 
enthusiasm for the sport. 

Enjoy a screening of the award-winning and inspirational 
CackleTV film, Dougie Down the Pet, a warm story of a father 
and son on a whitewater canoeing adventure in Algonquin Park. 
But be ready, this film leaves audiences split: Is MacGregor a 
great father, or is he crazy putting his four-year-old son at 
unnecessary risk? Expect a hearty discussion and sharing of ideas 
and practical strategies. Debate the benefits & risks of taking kids 
outside.

David Lee, aka The Passionate Paddler, is an avid canoeist, as 
well as a writer and photographer. He is away over two months a 
year on various trips. His excursions and photographs have 
regularly been published and he is also sponsored by many 
outdoor gear companies in his obsession to paddle all the time.


